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which is a courtesy and a rare grace among them that is specially
kept for kings and persons of great estate. When all were again
seated and a signal for silence given, the captain began his
speech, with the aid of a negro, familiar with the language, who
forthwith interpreted it, and its substance was: that, on account
of the good report which the king, his lord, had received about
them, and of the good treatment which they above all the men
of that land gave to his vassals, who were accustomed to come
to trade there, his highness had sent him there to treat with
them and for ever to secure peace and friendship; in such a way
that in that place rather than in any other of that territory there
might be made, and should be, a permanent centre for much,
very rich merchandise, so that by their good treatment they
and their descendants might always be very rich and very
ennobled. Notwithstanding that other kings   and lords   of
that land, being willing to take this chance, had already with
many gifts begged him for such a centre1, the king, his lord, did
not wish it save with them, because of the great trust and good
credit, which already he specially reposed in them. And foras-
much as a house was necessary, because it was reasonable that
the merchandise, which they were now bringing, and would in
future arrive, might always remain there continuously, fresh
and secure, he asked them to give place and licence and even
assistance, so that it might be built at the mouth of the river2,
because from such a house and from the Christians, who would
be stationed in it, they would always find and receive protection,
profit and favour. The king, with his principal persons there,
then replied to him, saying that the people of the Christians,
who up to that time had come there, were few, foul and vile,
and that the people, who had now arrived, were very different,
particularly he himself, who by his clothes and appearance must
be the son or the brother of the King of Portugal, At this, before
they proceeded in their speech, the captain again replied to them
that he was neither the son nor the brother of the king, his lord,
^x Barros records that Bayo, King of Sama [Samma] was one of the native
kings who had asked the Portuguese to build a house in his land (Asia, dec. i,
bk. 3, ch. i).
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